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What would you do?



Act Utilitarianism

Jeremy Bentham

YES! Pull the leaver!!

Greater happiness for the greater number…



Kantian Ethics

Emmanuel Kant

NO! Don’t pull the leaver!!

Treat people as an end, and never as a means to an end. 



Natural Moral Law

St Aquinas

NO! Don’t pull the leaver!!

5 Primary Precepts: 
1. Worship God
2. Live in an ordered society
3. Preserve life
4. Procreate
5. Educate children



Situation Ethics

Maybe / Maybe not!

Agape love!

Do the most loving thing….always!



Virtue Ethics

YES! Pull the leaver!!

Although one person would die…the virtuous desire to 
minimize the amount of harm caused by the trolley.



Our A Level in Religious Studies 

provides a coherent and thought-

provoking programme of study. 

Students develop their 

understanding and appreciation of 

religious beliefs and teachings, as 

well as the disciplines of ethics and 

the philosophy of religion.
Specification code: H573



Who is Jesus?

What ethical responsibilities 
do businesses have?

What is our mind?

Do we have a soul?

Can machines gain 
consciousness?

Should we always do the most 
loving thing?

Should we act in a way that 
brings the most happiness?

Does God exist?

What is reality?

Why does evil exist?

What is God like?

Is euthanasia ethically 
acceptable?

Are heaven and hell real 
places?

Is Christianity sexist?

Can only people who are 
Christians be ‘saved’?



Benefits of Philosophy, Religion and Ethics

• Ability to analyse and assess ideas

• Discussion and debate

• Communicating with clarity

• People skills - able to consider others’ opinions

• Opportunity to discuss big questions of life!

Give you skills that will benefit any course of study / job ….

…. and so many more!



Rev Warner = 
Ethics and DCT Yr 1+2 
(2 hours a week)

Miss Gammon = 
Philosophy and DCT Yr 1 
(2 hours a week)

Mr. Buckley = 
Philosophy and DCT Yr2 
(2 hours a week)

End of 2 years = 3 x 2 hour exams 

3 x 40 mark essays per exam

No NEA



Exam Results…

Cohort of 15

33% A* - A

53% A* - B

Cohort of 16

63% A* - B

94% A* - C
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