
St George’s School
Music Department
Year 7 Curriculum Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

THE BIG IDEAS
& KNOWLEDGE
Overview of
topics or key
questions

Introduction to Rhythm,
Introduction to Ukuleles,
Mediaeval Music

Film Music -
Introduction to
Garageband

Ukulele Skills “Train Project” - Music
from around the world

Keyboard Skills Songs with a Message -
Introduction to
songwriting

SKILLS &
STRATEGIES
Procedural
knowledge,
literacy and
numeracy skills

Establish the importance
of keeping in time during
performances.
Introduction of core
concepts of ukuleles,
which are then used to
create a simple piece of
music from mediaeval
times by combining a
repeating drone with
simple improvised
melodies.

Discovery of how music
adds to the atmosphere
of a film scene, and
some of the techniques
it uses to achieve this.
Students then put this
into practice by using
these techniques to
compose a piece of
music for a scene with
the goal of successfully
creating a specific
mood.

Develops the
foundational skills from
Autumn 1, focusing on
the students playing a
wider variety of chords
and tunes and playing
well in time with each
other. An added focus
on TAB/note-reading.

Students compose a
piece of music depicting
a train passing through
multiple different
countries. Students will
learn what instruments
are common in
countries around the
world and will combine
them to create different
“soundscapes”.

Students use either
sheet music or “piano
tutorials” found on
youtube to practice and
record themselves
playing songs of their
choice on keyboards.
This is to develop
keyboard skills that will
be important to access
topics further on in KS3.

Students write a song
about their choice of
topic, such as climate
change or another
social issue. Focus on
how to layer and
accompaniment and
make good use of
verses and choruses to
effectively structure a
song. .



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

FEEDBACK
Noteworthy tasks
and assessments

Peer Assessment -
performances in class
are given “What Went
Wells” and “Even Better
Ifs”.
Live performance for
teacher assessment.

Students provide
written assessment of
peers and their own
work, which is then also
assessed by the
teacher. The quality of
written feedback given
to others is also
assessed to judge use
of musical vocabulary.

Peer Assessment -
performances in class
are given “What Went
Wells” and “Even Better
Ifs”.
Live performance for
teacher assessment.

Students provide written
assessment of peers
and their own work,
which is then also
assessed by the
teacher. The quality of
written feedback given
to others is also
assessed to judge use
of musical vocabulary.

Peer Assessment -
performances in class
are given “What Went
Well” and “Even Better
Ifs”.
Live performance for
teacher assessment.

Students provide written
assessment of peers
and their own work,
which is then also
assessed by the
teacher. The quality of
written feedback given
to others is also
assessed to judge use
of musical vocabulary.

BREADTH
Opportunities,
trips, wider
reading, cultural
capital

House Music launched Department
extra-curricular groups
launch. Junior Choir
and Grades 1-4
Ensemble specifically
tailored.

Extra-curricular music
continues.

Extra-curricular music
continues.
Opportunity to discuss
how music differs in
other places, times and
cultures.

Extra-curricular music
continues.
Discussion of how
music contributes to
social/political issues
and debates, such as
protest songs, at home
and abroad.
Extra-curricular music
continues.

Extra-curricular music
continues.
Discussion of how
music contributes to
social/political issues
and debates, such as
protest songs, at home
and abroad.

KEY
VOCABULARY
Important words
and phrases

Pulse, Tempo, Ukulele,
Fret, Drone, Crotchets
and quavers.

Loop, Instruments,
Atmosphere, Pitch,
Dynamics, Layers.
Chromatic, Tonic pedal,
sharps and flats

Major and minor
Chords, Melody

World Instruments,
Structure, Ostinato

Melody,
Accompaniment

Lyrics, Verse, Chorus,
bridge Introduction and
outra.


