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Information
Dry Cleaning Deal!
Next week we will be sharing with you some headline summaries of the responses we got to the
survey which many of you completed regarding possible uniform changes.
However, one issue has been actioned already, regardless of whatever happens to uniform in the
future. More than one parent raised the issue of the Tweed jacket being “dry clean only” as a
“hidden cost” of uniform, and this is not something many of us had really thought about, let alone
considered how to mitigate.
We are delighted that Johnsons Dry Cleaners in central Harpenden have enthusiastically entered
into a partnership with us with two different deals or discounts which hopefully will benefit all
families with this cleaning need, whether they use dry cleaning more generally for family workwear
or not. This offer will run in its current form until the summer - no need to all rush at once.

NB at the rear of this bulletin are details of Stevenson’s, when order need to be placed to be ready
in the new term, and so on.
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Anti-Bullying Week
This week we have been taking part in the national anti-bullying campaign and this year’s focus is
‘One Kind Word’. Through chapels, assemblies and tutor-led sessions, displays and daily briefings,
students have been challenged to intervene when they see any kind of unkind behaviour by being
an upstander and supporting those in need. We know that our students are kind and thoughtful but
sometimes they need to be brave and take it one step further by challenging their peers about either
the words that they have chosen or how they behave.
Being an upstander is an integral part of being a Georgian and we often ask the students to reflect
on the words of Dr Watts, our second headmaster: “A school does not exist to send out men and
women solely to play a part in life whereby they achieve a competence and honourable life of
useful work and even a modicum of fame, but it exists to send out for posterity and for their own
generation, men and women who by their character shall leave the society in which they live the
better for their presence and hence the world much nearer the Kingdom.”
Please spend some time this week-end talking about being an upstander and encourage your young
people to report any bullying incidents to their Head of House. We will act quickly, sensitively and
appropriately and will listen to the voice of the young person involved.
If you would like more guidance or advice, please click on the link below:
https://www.bullying.co.uk/advice-for-parents/

IMPORTANT - Wednesday 24th November - Return visit for 12-15 Covid vaccinations.
We are very grateful that the School Aged Immunisation Service (SAIS) will be returning to St
George’s school to vaccinate those students who were not seen at the first visit.
You only need to complete the form if:
● You did not complete a consent form for the first session and you now wish to give
consent.
● Your child has turned 12 since the 5th October visit and you wish to consent.
● You wish to change your original consent.
If you would like your child to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, please complete the online consent
form by following the link below.
Please click this link Covid Consent Form and complete the form.
You will need this unique code number EE138356 which identifies St George’s School.
The electronic link will close at Noon on Tue, 23 Nov 2021.
Please note this form will not work on some mobile phones and tablets.
It is important to discuss and complete the consent form with your child. For further information
regarding the COVID-19 vaccination, please visit www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination.
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Please make sure on the day of immunisation your child is well and encourage them to eat breakfast.
Alternatively, you can book an appointment for your child at a vaccination centre, using the national
booking services at www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine or by calling 119. Please note, you cannot just walkin and will need to accompany your child to the vaccination centre.

Sport this week
It was a great weekend of St George’s sport last week with all lacrosse and many rugby fixtures being
played at home! When walking around the school site on Saturday morning there was a real ‘buzz’
of activity about the school and it was great to see so many young people playing sport and being
supported by their friends and family! Thank you to all those who supported the fundraising effort
for the Lacrosse Tour 2022 last week including the Friday night quiz night and Saturday morning
refreshment sales! A huge well done this week to the Senior 1st XII Lacrosse team who came 3rd in
the South Schools Cup competition on Thursday. This is an outstanding achievement for all who took
part and puts the team in a great position moving forward to the Nationals Competition next March.
This week the lacrosse teams take on Berkhamstead (who the 1 st X finished above in the South
Schools Competition). All games are at Berkhamstead at their Chesham Road pitches, travelling via
parent transport, please check SOCS by following the link below for all up to date information on
meet times and the venue. NB Berko are not able to allow dogs on their grounds for fixtures.
The rugby teams take on UCS this Saturday after a tough block fixture against St Albans Boys last
week. This was a great learning experience for all our teams who all took part in very competitive
fixtures which will prepare them well for the challenges of UCS this weekend. There is a coach
provided to the venue this week for all rugby teams travelling away the meet time for the coach is
7:15am. Please check SOCS by following the link below for all venues and meet times for this week.
Finally some of you may know that Neil Harris, Head of Watts House and Director of Rugby has been
part of the coaching team preparing the USA women’s rugby team for their Autumn Internationals.
Last Friday they took on Ireland in Dublin in what was a very competitive game losing by 20-10. This
week Mr Harris and the USA team take on a strong England team at Sixways, Worcester the game is
on BBC2 kick off 14:45. We wish Mr Harris all the best for this game and hope that you can support
him and the growth of women’s rugby by watching the game.
Thank you for your continued support have a great weekend.
Mr D Rees
Director of Sport

Lacrosse Tour Update
1)

Thank you to everyone who came to our quiz night last week and to those who are
treating themselves to tea, coffee and bacon rolls on a Saturday! Your support is much
appreciated, we will have refreshments available at every home game this season.
2)
LAX LOTTO – Last month’s winners will be contacted today, the new draw will take
place on Monday 6th December! Get onto parent pay to be in with a chance of winning
£10, £20 and £30. Tickets are £2 each.
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St George’s Lacrosse Day
As a way of celebrating everything about lacrosse at St George’s we are hosting our annual St
George’s Lacrosse Day on Saturday 18th December. In the morning pupils in year 7-10 will play in an
intra school tournament before the showcase event of the Old Georgian’s vs 1st X at 12:30pm. This
year we are hoping to make the tournament bigger and better. We are encouraging all parents to
come along to watch, there will be a small taster session for parents with some of our senior players
while the tournament is running if you are interested in learning more about the game. We will be
selling hot drinks, bacon rolls and because it's Christmas we will be rolling out the mulled wine and
mince pies.
This year’s Old Georgian’s vs 1st X is set to be a thrilling game and I would love it if our whole lacrosse
community could come out and support the 1st team. If you are new to lacrosse it is a great
opportunity to see lacrosse being played at the highest level.
If you are an Old Georgian and fancy dusting off your boots to play please get in touch with Miss
Foster who is organising the Old Georgian’s team – jfoster@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk

Old Georgians LAX Match & Carol Service - Saturday 18 December
LAX match starts at 12.30pm
If you are interested in playing then please contact Jess Foster at jfoster@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Carol Service starts at 3.30pm followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Old Library at
4.30pm.
All OG’s welcome!

Dropping items at Goddard Reception
We have been logging the items being dropped at Goddard reception during the school day as the
amount is becoming overwhelming and unmanageable. Items of PE kit are the most frequently
dropped off, including lacrosse sticks and goggles and rugby scrum caps. We fully appreciate that
your children do not want to receive a sanction for being ill-prepared for their lessons, be that PE
or Technology or whatever other lesson the item is related to, but please take a moment to reflect
on the lesson they are learning from this. We are striving to teach our students to be self-reliant
and responsible young adults. If you bring their forgotten items in for them they are not learning
the importance of preparation for the day and forward planning. Please, instead of dropping off
the item for them, help us to reinforce the message that they need to learn from this experience
and be better prepared next time. Thanks.

Use of mobile phones in school
In a similar vein to the message above, we kindly remind you that your child’s phone is meant to
be off and in their bag or away in their blazer. They are not allowed to use their phones between
8.30am and 3.40pm. If you message your child during the school day you are encouraging them to
have their phone out which will result in a confiscation and sanction for them, it also isn’t helping
them learn boundaries around the use of their phones. They are at school and are focusing on
their learning, activities and friends and if there are any problems rest assured that we will contact
you or allow them access to the landlines in the house offices. Your child doesn't need to be
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consulted in the middle of the day when they are in lesson 3 on what you could cook for their
dinner. Thanks.

ST GEORGE’S PSA CHRISTMAS FAYRE AND MARKET

TOMORROW!
SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 1PM- 4PM
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING AND FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY!
Look forward to seeing you at the Fayre this Saturday. Thanks again for all your
support and donations!
We can still take your cake and mince pie donations until the morning of the Fayre.
Our usual popular Raffle, Gift Tombola, Adopt a Teddy, Lob a Chocolate, Secret Santa, Bottle and
Sweet Tombolas are all back!
Come for lunch or afternoon tea at our pop-up café – a nice change to socialise!
o

Hot dogs, soup

o

Sweet treats – cakes and mince pies

o

Hot drinks – mulled wine, tea, coffee, hot chocolate

Lots of fun for younger children – balloon modelling, face painting, glitter tattoos and candy
floss.
Students – please do come and support. If you’re back from a fixture, please do come by. Lots of
fun and games too for younger kids. Some fellow students are running fundraising stalls in
GO2/3:
Lucky dip , Handmade candles, Mounted motoring advertisements, Homemade gift boxes,
Homemade organic soaps, Stocking fillers
Main Hall – our fabulous stalls:
Trinkets & Treasures by Tiffany, Auntie Susan's Crafts, Dan Edwards Landscape Photography,
Handmade Retro Jewellery, Daisy Jane Gifts, Utility Warehouse, Smujjed, Forget Me Not
Musicians, Kids Inc, Park Lane Jewellery, Sens Bodycare, Little House of Grazing, The Dares,
Neal’s Yard Remedies, Jasmine Jewellery & Accessories, Ntuma Homeware / Cocoon Silk, Holme
Creations, Calmed Candles, In Mind & Soul Son Ltd, Arbonne, Party Pets, Jane Povey Jewellery,
Sue Peterson Mosaics, Thermomix – best kitchen friend, Tessema Creations, Glitter Me This,
Mooster.
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Opportunities at 16+ Evening for Year 11 students and parents - January 11th,
2022
A reminder that next Thursday, 25th November, is the deadline for reply slips to attend the
Opportunities at 16+ Evening. If you could ensure that your child drops this form into the Sixth
Form office on or before that date, so that we can complete the scheduling for the A level subject
talks taking place that evening.

Thoughts
This week we had our annual PPR (Promoting Positive Relationships) Day for all of Year 8. The
purpose of the day was to allow our students to have some time and space to reflect on the values
and challenges they have in building friendships. They take part in a range of sessions and activities
that allow them to explore how they can deal with prejudice, handle conflict, understand power
dynamics within friendships and build healthy relationships for the future. Fundamentally our
sessions are designed to increase students’ emotional literacy, to help them better understand
themselves and give them the tools and language to reflect on why they respond the way they do
to triggering situations.
As our society becomes increasingly polarised over a variety of issues, the ability to listen to the
nuance within debate and handle situations of conflict seems increasingly relevant. We were
grateful to have the expertise and creativity of STEP in running the day who led one particularly
engaging session on ‘Animal instincts’- based on a simple personality and management tool that
helps students recognise that their default reactions to situations are not always helpful. Through
attributing personalities to animals, our fantastic Year 12 volunteers led students through a series
of scenarios which helped them to recognise that
1. Their default personality (animal) response isn’t always helpful
2. They can choose from a range of responses to fit the situation.
I wonder which ‘animal response’ you most often put into play…
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Your default ‘animal response’ is most likely the one that most represents your personality, and
the one you feel most comfortable with. It’s like folding your arms (go on…!). And there may be
times when it is also the best and most appropriate response. But if we see these responses as
skills, then we also have the choice to react differently (try folding your arms the other way!)
Perhaps a little odd, or uncomfortable. Nevertheless a challenge as we reflect on how to build
connections with others who may think differently to us, and how to connect better with those
around us.
Hannah Goatly
Acting Head of Personal Development.

Signposting (click on each to find out more)
Supporting your young person
If you think your young person is struggling with their emotions or well-being it's vital that you
check in with them, sometimes that difficult conversation is the start of them accessing the help
they need.
There is a helpful guide on Young Minds with an A-Z area for parents, it's a great resource. We
have included some examples for support below including Self-Harm, Exam time and Depression
and anxiety
We hope you find this useful.
If you have concerns and want further advice, please contact our Pastoral Support manager and
Mental Health Lead Lynda McCarney-Redford lmccarney-redford@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk or
Mrs Robinson krobertson@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk our Designated Safeguarding Lead.
Parents A-Z Guide to Support | Mental Health Advice | YoungMinds
Self-Harm & Mental Health | Guide For Parents | YoungMinds
exam-time
Depression & Low Mood | Signs, Symptoms & Treatment | YoungMinds
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