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Information
Dear Parents
We are delighted that most of the Year 11 students who started their exams yesterday with IGCSE
History Paper One seemed to come through the experience well. Year 10 have also started and have
got the idea quickly of what is required. Year 13 A-level Art students have done work which already
looks amazing.
Important safeguarding issue regarding Athletic fixtures
The athletics season is in full swing and this week we have already taken part in three competitions with yr 7
and 9 competing on Tuesday in the District league, Senior District Athletics Championships on Wednesday
and year 8 and 10 in the County League on Thursday.
Next week we have two meets on the same day Tuesday 10th May at different venues. Yr 7 and 9 will be
competing at Westminster lodge, St Albans. Year 8 and 10 will be competing at Jarman Park, Hemel
Hempstead.
We encourage parents to come along and support and realise that they may want to collect their child from
the venue. Please can we ask that parents communicate this in advance by emailing the teacher who is in
charge of their team 24 hours prior to the event. We have had incidents where students have asked to be
picked up by their parents without prior warning and then we have had to wait for them to be collected. We
are unable to leave students unsupervised at the venue and we must leave on time to honour our coach
booking as the bus company also have additional journeys to collect other bookings. If a parent is late and
unable to collect their child before the bus departs the child will be transported back the School for
collection. Our normal departure time is 6:45pm. Also if you have asked an alternative family member or
another parent/friend who is not listed on our database as having parental responsibility to collect your child
this must also be arranged in advance. In this case please reference in the email the person’s full name, a
brief description of their relationship to the child and add a keyword that that person will say when they
collect the child. Please also confirm that you as the parent are giving the School permission to transfer the
care of your child to the person collecting your child by referencing in the email “I give permission for the
care of my child (Full Name) to be transferred to (Full name of the adult) who is their Aunt”
Therefore if you are collecting your child from the venue or making alternative arrangements for collection
at any fixture please can we ask the following:
1.

Email your child’s teacher who is in charge of the team (details are below for Athletics) at
least 24 hours in advance of collection

2.

If an alternative adult who is not listed on our database as having parental responsibility
is collecting the child from the venue reference the person’s full name, a brief description
of their relationship to the child and add a keyword that that person will say when they
collect the child. Please also confirm that you as the parent are giving the School permission
to transfer the care of your child to the person collecting them.
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Teachers responsible for each team and contact details
Year 7 and 8 boys – Mr Harris nharris@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Year 9 boys – Mr Rees drees@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Year 10 boys Mr Mackintosh amackintosh@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Year 7 girls – Mrs Worsley nworsley@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Year 8 and 10 girls Miss Foster jfoster@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Year 9 girls Miss Crombie lcrombie@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Mr D Rees
Director of Sport
Do you need help funding the cost of your child’s education
The James Marshall Foundation, a prominent local charity, are very keen that we signpost our parent body
to them for possible help. It may be that you thought they only supported Free School Meals families, or
Families without a working parent or on benefit. This is not at all the case - for instance they have the ability
to make uniform grants not just for entry in Year 7 but also to help as children grow later in their career. The
cut off gross family income up to which they will help is well above the UK average income.
Note that they have also now extended their activity to help families from Kimpton, Redbourn, Markyate,
and Flamstead, not just Harpenden and Wheathampstead.
A flier is attached at the foot of this bulletin. Do please look into it.

Modern languages preferences for Year 7 and Year 8 students
Today is the last day for you to log a preference of which languages you would PREFER your child to
study next year. Remember there is no need to express a preference, and it makes our life easier if
we have a substantial number of people who we could allocate to maximise efficiency. These
preferences are not a choice - the number of groups in each language we can run is principally
dictated by teacher expertise on our team. The links to the Google forms are:
Year 8 into 9 https://forms.gle/eLLiVRMJTFWLGbfc6
Year 7 into 8 https://forms.gle/tLWyeX4mXyP9Gdp16
House Quiz
Was won by Goddard, with Grant and Watts in joint second followed by Monk
Big Curry Day
Thanks to the kitchens who did an amazing job of serving 800+ curries in one sitting: and thanks to
all the students and staff who ate and the parents and staff who paid. Along with the tuck shop and
charity lacrosse match (which the senior girls won against the senior boys), we will have raised the
best part of £1000 for the Soldiers’ Charity.
Friday 13th May - Breakfast and Breaktime food service
Due to Year 13 Leavers Day events taking place, there will be a cash only break service on Friday
13th May. Please could students bring in £1.00 to purchase break items. Please note there will be
no breakfast club on that day.
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LACROSSE COACH VACANCY
Just
a reminder that we have a great opportunity in our PE department for a Lacrosse Coach to support
on a fixed term contract from September 2022 to March 2023. In the past we have appointed past
pupils to this role and it is ideal for anyone considering a gap year before university or perhaps
looking for a role after university to gain additional experience. The role is 30 hours per week, term
time only. Please feel free to share!
For further details please contact Jess Foster, Deputy Director of Sports,
jfoster@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk or Nicola Morris, HR, on 01582 716228 or by email –
recruitment@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Feedback and Reminder: Absence Requests and Reporting absence ill- all year groups
We are very grateful to you for how quickly parents have adjusted to the new protocols for asking for a
student to have time off, or for reporting an absence. After a couple of teething issues this is working really
well. The net impacts we feel are that:
●
●

●

●

You should get a faster response to a request for an absence
If your child does not arrive at school and you have not reported them ill, you should get
faster notification, albeit that may initially be by sms message or email rather than phone
call.
Houses have a very direct handle on who is out and why; the house pastoral assistant may
be able to join up the dots between someone being distressed at the start of the week and
missing school ill later in the week, and be better placed to resolve issues.
The system is more resilient and does not rely on a single point of contact.

To remind, you, the procedure is as follows, (and please make sure other adults in your household also
know this is what needs to be done)

1. If your young person has an unplanned absence e.g. they wake up poorly, please email the house
email account at: ‘nameofhouse@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk’ e.g. Watts@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
It is vital to put in the subject line absence report
This will enable our House staff to have better information in the morning.
Please ensure that in your message you include the exact reason for the absence and the tutor base.
E.g. Rose Brown - EJJ - tonsillitis
The current absence phone line will still be running for anyone who cannot access online
communication on the day (01582 765477)

2. For planned absences, please also use this email address to request authorisation and again please
give specific information such as reason, dates and times. Please give at least 48 hours notice for this
to be processed. E.g. Bob Brown - EJS - university interview at Reading 1.4.22 all day.
It is vital to put in the subject line absence request

3. If your young person is presenting with anxiety or any other form of mental health concerns and
cannot attend school, please be open as we can get support to your young person straight away.
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4. All students from year 7 to 11 will now be signing-in and out at Goddard Reception. This is to enable
easy pick-up from the coach lay-by and to improve our monitoring of students leaving the site.
5. Sixth formers should continue to swipe in at Inventory as usual before registering with their tutor
and then use it to swipe out if necessary during the day.

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, Year 10
Did you know that we have TWENTY SEVEN teams of Year 10 students taking part in Bronze D of E
- the best part of 200 students. We are hugely grateful to ex-teacher Mr Lumsden who is
coordinating all the administration for this programme, but he is only able to do so thanks to a
large group of staff being willing to join in, supervising the expedition weekends which will be
taking place this term. It’s great to have such enthusiastic staff and students.
Activities week
All year 7-10 should now have received letters for Activities week through Edulink and Parent pay.
Thank you to the huge number of contributions towards the activities that we have already
received. The programme is more diverse than ever this year thanks to the large team of teachers
willing to plan, organise and facilitate external organisations coming in too. Please do ensure you
have logged onto your parental edulink account to tick the trip consent box and check medical and
contact details are up to date. All students need trip consent to be allowed off site for any of the
day trips or residentials.
PSA painting weekend
We wanted to thank all those parents and pupils who gave up their time a couple of weeks ago to
paint the Sixth Form common room. It was a fantastic effort and a tremendous result and we are
very grateful to all those involved. We would like to give a special mention to Dean Harris who
organised this event on behalf of the PSA and Maggie Pike who organised the refreshments. This
initiative makes a very big difference to the school and its environment and we are really grateful to
all those involved. We look forward to the next painting weekend in the autumn!
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Year 11 Leavers’ Day - Monday 9th May 2022
Leavers’ Day is on Monday 9th May from 8.40 - 11.00am. Students have worked really hard on
their Yearbook, award ceremony and plans for the day. We have liaised with Year 11 closely to
arrange the morning for them and I know that parents and staff will support Year 11 to make this a
successful and celebratory event.

● Students have been told that they must be in correct school uniform and, if they wish to sign
shirts, they must bring an extra shirt and their own pens for this purpose.
● At 11am, students must go straight home in their uniform and change clothes before continuing
their day. There will not be the facility to get changed in school
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Actions
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Thoughts
I've been out of school for part of this week. I've sat through a range of lessons:(been bored to
death in some and inspired by others). I've met my friends who I haven't seen in a while and
swapped stories, laughed and enjoyed their company; and have enjoyed a corporate lunchtime.
The range of topics covered has been vast. The issues of consent; drugs; legal complications and
advice; and I’ve discussed things that can keep us" awake at night" and talked about how we can
help those suffering in Ukraine.
One of the speakers I heard talked about 21st Century Leadership - a little daunting to hear him
run off the 9 things I need to be to be a great leader in this century….a work in progress on my part
I do believe! Two things that struck me about his speech. The First was that he talked about 3
kinds of people on this planet. The 'Adders', the 'Subtractors' and the 'Multipliers'.
The “Adders” are people who bring something to either the table or to people. When you leave
either the situation or the table something positive has been added to the situation - Fab!
The 'Subtractors' perhaps need no further explanation. These are the people who take something
from you. In order to enrich their own life. You are left poorer from their interaction.
The “Multipliers” - these are the people who not only bring something positive, but they leave
something behind which is disproportionate to their input. They are in essence the real change
makers in society.
I wonder which you would consider yourself to be; or perhaps the one you aspire to be; or what
your friends or colleagues would class you as?
The second thing that made me think was how much I laugh - yes I know a really taxing question?
I've been identified when standing on the other side of a closed door because of the way I laugh..:
so at times my laugh needs to be used carefully and with discretion, but at other times it can be
used with abandon. The bottom line is that laughing is good for us. It makes us feel good, sends
fabulous messages to our brains and releases a whole raft of great chemicals into your body. The
average 4 year old Laughs 400 times a day - I’m not sure how they fit it all in? The average 40 year
old laughs a mere 4 times a day. Perhaps our lives are not just as funny. Perhaps we take being
“sensible”to a whole new dimension perhaps we are just more downcast? I wonder when we last
laughed with abandon? And if we can’t remember, what do we need to put in place to rectify that
position?
So if you do nothing else this weekend throw caution to the wind, find something funny, do
something hilarious, throw caution to the wind and find something to laugh about. You know you
will feel better for it.
Have a lovely weekend
Miss B
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Signposting (click on each to find out more)
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