ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL
Parent Bulletin
16th September 2022

Information
Dear Parents,
Dates for your diary coming up!
Sunday am: Senior chapel, school uniform, 10am
Parents are welcome to attend. Please only bring a car on site if you are going to park and stay. If
you are just dropping off or picking up please use the drop off bay by Goddard, or neighbouring
streets. NOTE THE START TIME.
Monday 18th September - bank holiday, school closed to students, boarders return Monday
evening
Tuesday 20th September, 7-8pm: 6th form survival evening for parents of all students in Year 12.
Note this is 24 hours later than originally planned due to the bank holiday. Be aware that it involves
more than looking at academic survival; we also consider the emotional, substance misuse, and
personal safety hazards which can have a catastrophic impact on people aged 16-19. Be ready for
this.
Thursday 22nd September: New Parents Wine and Quiz for all parents of students in year 7 or
otherwise new in other year groups, 7-9pm, details to follow
Sports
Thank you so much for your support last week with our new rugby block vs MTS and our U13 fixtures
vs SCC as well as those that travelled to Berkhamsted for the lacrosse 10 a-side tournament. It was
a very busy first week back but hugely rewarding to see so many students playing sports!
This week we have lacrosse fixtures vs North London Collegiate all games are HOME.
First round starts at 9:00 1st XII, U13B, U12A, U12C, Second round 10:00 Senior 2nd XII, U15A, U14A,
Third round 11:00 U14B, U13A, U13C, U12B
Our rugby fixtures are against Richard Hale School
Senior 1st and 2nd teams, U14AB and U13AB will all be away at Richard Hale, playing at Hertford
Rugby Club (SG12 9NZ) all games kicking off at 9:45 . Boys will need to arrive in kit and bring their
uniform in their bag for refreshments afterwards.
The U16A and U15A will be at home all need to arrive in kit, kick off is 10am.
Saturday 24th September Rugby Fixtures
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I wanted to give you a heads up for our rugby fixtures on Saturday 24 th September as the
arrangements are slightly different due to us being invited to Mill Hill School to play and be part of
their Foundation Day. We will have two rounds involving Seniors, U16, U15 and U14 teams both at
Mill Hill with the headline event being our Senior games that will kick off in the afternoon. Further
details will be published next week but we would encourage as many parents as possible to come
and watch those matches at Mill Hill next week.
Our U13 and U12 matches will be against St Edmunds College all venues and timings are below and
will be on SOCS https://sport.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/ as will all our extracurricular fixtures. We
would appreciate it if parents could provide transport for these games and hugely appreciate your
support.
Mill Hill School (NW7 1QS)
2.30pm kick off for both games away at Mill Hill School (NW7 1QS)
1st XV
2nd XV
Mill Hill School (NW7 1QS)
U16A 11:30 kick off
U15A 10:30 kick off
U14AB 9:30 kick off
St Edmunds College (SG11 1DS)
9:30am kick off for all games
U13AB away St Edmunds College (SG11 1DS)
U12AB home
Enjoy your weekend
Mr D Rees
Director of Sport
Can I come and watch my child play sports?
TOTALLY! We very much encourage it. You paid for the kit. While students sometimes naturally want
to compartmentalise their lives and have something “just theirs” this is your school community too;
and meeting other parents, putting a face to the name of your child’s mates, and understanding the
sports they come to play and love is a big win. Dads - come see daughters: that is a relationship
which changes in teenage years, and may need rebooting on a different footing, with the common
experience of sport as a focus.
If you take a photo, and it includes anyone other than your child, be wary of posting on social media
unless you KNOW other parties would approve. It may be you have known that gaggle of young
people since Year 1; if not, you might not know there is a reason why someone does not want their
image publicised.
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Can I bring my dog to watch its hooman play sport?
Yes please. It needs to be ready to be petted by a whole team of lacrosse girls.
How can I get the school calendar on my phone or device?
If you go to the school website www.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk , select, menu, calendar, you can see
the school calendar. If you then click on the subscribe button, you can select any calendar items
relevant to you (e.g. whole school, boarding, Lacrosse, sixth form).
Pick-up and drop-off
Please can we remind/inform parents that they should not use either the school car park or the bus
lay-by outside Goddard when collecting students at the end of the day. The only exceptions should
be students with mobility issues or other impairments. If you do need to pick your child up by car,
please park considerately somewhere away from the school where they can meet you. Please be
particularly aware that residents in Pigeonwick (the side street off Sun Lane just up the hill) struggle
when they find parents waiting for drop off blocking their cul-de-sac with engines running. Please
help us stay on the right side of our neighbours.
House Music
Next week houses will be actively signing up and auditioning students to sing in house choirs or play
in the house orchestra. It’s easy for people new to the school to miss out if they aren’t paying
attention to messages in tutor base and house assembly, and the number of slots in each house are
limited. If your child is musical (or even if they are not, but fancy bringing their rugby player booming
bass in support of more delicate peers), make sure they listen out for how to sign up. The event itself
is at the Alban Arena just before half term.
How to report a student absence
Absence due to illness or for other unforeseen circumstance:
Please inform us by 8.00 a.m. every day if your child is unable to attend school due to illness
or other unforeseen circumstance.
An email from a parent’s email account should be sent to the student’s House absence email
account: nameofhouse@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk e.g. watts@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
Please state your young person's full name, year group and tutor group and state briefly the
reason for the absence as well as using ‘absence report’ in the email subject line.
If you are unable to access your email account then use the absence telephone line (01582
765477) and leave a message which outlines the exact nature of the illness or other reason
as well as your child’s name, house and tutor.
If an absence is caused by diarrhoea and/or vomiting, please keep your young person away
from school until 48 hours after the symptoms have stopped to avoid spreading infection.
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Requests for Absence for other reasons:
Only the school can authorise absences. Families, including those of boarding parents, who
need students to be absent from school, must seek permission from their Head of House in
advance - no less than 2 working days’ notice in order to approve absences requests. If the
absence is not approved by the Head of House, the absence will be recorded as
unauthorised. Please use ‘absence request’ in the email subject line using the same email
address: nameofhouse@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk.
Students will not be allowed to leave a lesson unless authorisation has been granted and
added to the register.
Multi-Employer Careers focussed events.
'Young Professionals,' a leading student network, has some upcoming online events focussing on
careers in Business, Accounting or Finance, Engineering or Technology in September. They will be
joined by major employers from a variety of different sectors.
Event Details:
Technology
Event
–
22nd
September
5:00pm
–
7:00pm
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Technology-Event-2022
Business, Accounting & Finance Event – 20th September 5:00pm – 7:00pm
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Business-Accounting-Finance
Engineering
Event–
21st
September
5:00pm
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Engineering-Constuctio

–

7:00pm

Operation Encompass
Operation Encompass is a unique police and education early intervention safeguarding partnership
which supports children and young people who may have been exposed to domestic abuse. It is a
system which provides an early notification to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Mrs Robertson)
within a school when a pupil may have been affected by domestic abuse. In response to this
notification, schools are able to ensure the appropriate support is available for that child. Our police
service will notify us within 24 hours if there has been an incident and we will check-in with students
who have been affected the next day.

Online Safety at School
In line with the DfE guidance set out in ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ we take our IT security
and safety of our students very seriously.
As a key component of our schools IT security, our managed ‘Fortigate’ firewall (FortiGate, a nextgeneration firewall from IT Cyber Security leaders Fortinet) acts as a guard against harmful traffic,
protecting our data and preventing unauthorised access.
Whether it’s through hardware, software, or a combination of both, our firewall is core of our
internet access security. Fortigate determines which traffic to let into our network and which to
keep out as well as filtering against harmful or non age appropriate content.
The next-generation FortiGate protects against a number of security threats. Including:
· Malware
· Spyware (Grayware)
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· Phishing / Social Engineering schemes
· Pharming attacks
· Instant messaging viruses
· Peer-to-Peer networks
· Blended network attacks
· Email
· Intrusions
‘Fortigate’ is managed by our internet service provider as part of their Internet provisioning solution.
‘Fortianalyser’ is used in conjunction with ‘Fortigate’ for analysing and reporting on internet activity
by device or user.
Other threats within school are prevented by anti-virus and phishing protection software from
‘Macfee’ provided by our local authority.
Inappropriate searches or safeguarding concerns
We use ‘Switchshop’ a fast and effective monitoring system which flags up to the safeguarding team
via automatic email any concerning searches. This enables students to receive support or advice
within the school day.

PREVENT Duty
Our school ensures that staff are trained in the anti-radicalisation programme PREVENT and that
our students receive education to help them recognise the signs of radicalisation and extremism;
how to avoid it and how to report it. We aim to promote healthy discussion and provide support if
needed.

Actions
Edulink updates
It is important that we hold up to date medical/dietary and contact information about your
child/children. Updating this information can only be done through your parental Edulink account.
Please login to your parental edulink account, click on the icon photo of your child and you should
then be able to check:
-medical information
-dietary information
-contact details for you (phone/email/address)
-consent/permissions
If you need support accessing your parental edulink account please contact
ictsupport@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
If your child has a medical/dietary condition which we should know about and which you can’t add
select in Edulink please contact your childs Head of House.
Edulink is our means of communicating relevant school information to you - so if your email
address isn’t correct you won’t receive notifications for events such as trips or important progress
review documents.
Interhouse Cross Country - Rothamsted Park Wednesday 28th…from 13.45. This is the first time
that you can come and support your House - yes as a parent you are a member too! Bring the
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dog; drop by after the shopping is done; come for a chat; just enjoy being part of the StG’s
community. It's a fab event. ps……if it's raining, we won’t be there!
PSA - every year our lovely PSA donates something like £40k into the school pot…….and we are
VERY GRATEFUL for it. But as with everything it takes many hands to
make light work. The PSA now works in smaller teams of people who
take responsibility for one event/or activity. It's a great way to get to
know people, do something positive and raise some much needed
funds. You need no specific skills…. if you can make tea - we need
you; if you can sew….we need you; If you can paint a wall …..we
need you; If you can put up a gazebo…we need you. It's now easier
to sign up than ever. All you have to do is scan the QR code, and
enter your details. If you have volunteered before it would be great
to register again, just so that all of our contacts are in one place.
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Thoughts
I have been fascinated by events this week, and I must admit when I have got home from school
each day I have become a bit of a news addict; it has become the background noise to my evening
activity. There seems to be so much happening that demands our attention and thought. For the
first time, with the advent of the television, we have been able to see and experience historical
events that in the past have only been accessible to the privileged few; and it has been amazing to
be part of history as it has unfolded before us. The proclamation of a new King in the Accession
Ceremony; getting to see who is part of the Accession Council (apparently the great and good of
the UK…….and if that is right we may need to be worried!); seeing the Ceremony of the Keys and
so much more. But television can also have a negative impact, not only on the individuals who
watch (how much grief can we take in a day?) but also on those who are directly impacted. I have
no idea how I would have fared standing beside my mothers coffin in solemn reflection at the
Vigil of the Princes at St Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, let alone doing that in front of the public
gaze of both those physically present, but also those who viewed through our virtual world. The
level of self control on show was palpable. For some over the last few days it will have been a
period of high emotion and physical grief; for others it will have been a period of reflection as the
page of history starts to turn; and for others there may have been very little at all. I thought I was
probably one of the latter until I started to well up at the sight of a group of farmers and their
tractors providing a guard of honour on Her Majesty’s journey from Balmoral to Edinburgh. Who
would believe I could be such a sensitive soul!
Wherever you stand on the matter there can be no doubt that we have lost a significant steadying
member of the United Kingdom community. For me she represented a woman of faith, who
showed integrity, compassion and understanding in all that she did. She came onto the world
stage at 25 years old in an era when most women didn’t even work, let alone have power and
authority, and she made a go of it. Was she perfect, no, but she got it right more times than not,
and in doing so she became an ever present part of the fabric of life in the UK. Queen Elizabeth II
served our country with a dedication that I find hard to fathom, and for that I for one am
extremely grateful.
The second Elizabethan Age has come to an end and the reign of KIng Charles III has begun. Long
Live the King.
As a school we have posted the following message on the national online book of Remembrance.
Queen Elizabeth II
We thank God for the loyal and faithful service you have given our nation over the last 70 years. We
recognise you led with faith, integrity and compassion. We will be forever in your debt.
From: St George's School, Harpenden
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Signposting (click on each to find out more)

PLAYING OUR PART TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
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