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Information
Dear Parents and Students
Open Evening
A big well done and thank you to all of our students who helped at Open Evening last Friday. They
were outstanding and a real credit to the school as well as to you. Even the non-stop downpouring
of rain could not dampen their enthusiasm even when their guide maps were soggy. So many visitors
commented on how polite and charming our students were.

Sport this week
The sporting season continues to rumble on this week. Two weeks ago we were able to put out 22
teams on a Saturday this meant that over 350 students were involved in competitive sport on a
Saturday, which is over a quarter of the school’s population. As a department we measure our
extracurricular success on the amount of students we have engaging in extracurricular sports
practices and taking part in competitive fixtures each week. As well as this during the week over the
last two weeks we have been involved in District Cross Country, District Table Tennis, U15 Rugby
National Vase, U15 Lacrosse County Tournament and U15 District Basketball. I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank both my colleagues in the PE department and the PE volunteers for their
continued support for our students running teams and practices for our Extra curricular program.
Both staff and volunteers give up their time after school and for a large proportion of their Saturday
to support our students. I’d also like to say a huge thank you to you as parents who continue to
provide support on the side lines and arrange transport to and from fixtures for those playing at the
weekend.
This week we have a full programme of fixtures, as always this information is on the
https://sport.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/ website but a list of times and venues is below:
Rugby Fixtures vs Watford Grammar for Boys
1st XV STG’s 11am Pitch 1
2nd XV STG’s 11am Pitch 2
U16A STG’s 9:30am Pitch 1
U15 Mixed team WGS 10am
U14A WGS 10am
U14B WGS 10am
U13A STG’s 9:30am Pitch 2
U13B STG’s 9:30am Pitch 3
Post code for Watford Grammar New Fields is WD17 3PB (just behind Fullarians Rugby Club). It is
parent transport this week.
Lacrosse vs Caterham
All Lacrosse games are at home rounds are as follows:
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12:20 – U12 A
12:00 – U14 A and B, U13 C
11:45 – U12 B
11:10 – U12 C
11:00 – U13 A and B, U15A
10:35 – U12 D
10:00 - U12E, U15B, 1st XII and 2nd XII
Finally some information regarding other activities that have happened over the last two weeks.
Well done to our U15 Rugby team who beat Vandyke school in the U15 vase to progress to the 2nd
round, where they face Aylesbury Grammar at home on Wednesday 12th October 2:30 KO.
Well done to our U15 A and B lacrosse teams who finished 4th in the County tournament on
Thursday.
Well done to our U16 table tennis players both the girls and the boys finished 3 rd in the District
tournament. Also a huge well done to all our cross country runners who have been competing each
week since the start of term in the District Cross Country. The final event is the district
Championships which will take place next Thursday.
Have a great weekend
Mr D. Rees
Director of Sport

Career Opportunities
InvestIN run a range of courses aimed at introducing a wide variety of professional careers for young
people aged 12-18.
They are also running live online seminars featuring career experts, designed to help parents amplify
their children’s career potential. The events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and are free to
attend.
12th October: Making it in Medicine
Expert advice on how to get into medical school
16th November: Future-Proofing Students
Preparing students for the jobs of the future
30th November: Finding a Future in Finance
Gaining the skills for a career in Finance
For more information go to: https://investin.org/pages/parent-events
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Boarders’ Bake Off!
Today the St George's Boarding Community held a cake sale during Tuck Shop at break time to
raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. We had lots of cakes baked including a generous
donation from The Pudding Stop in Harpenden. Please join us in thanking the students for coming
and supporting this great charity! We will update you next week on how much money was raised,
but for now enjoy some pictures of the scrummy treats enjoyed by many! There is still plenty of
time to donate if you would like by scanning the QR code below.

House Music tickets - go on sale early next week
You will probably be anticipating the House Music competition which is now only a week away.
This year we are as usual holding a preview performance in the Assembly Hall on Friday 14 th
October, starting at 6:30pm, and a judged final hosted by the Alban Arena on Monday 17th.
This is a smaller venue than we have been used to in the past, and this is through no choice of the
school. We were very grateful last year to the Abbey for allowing us to experiment with staging
the event there, but it did not prove a very good fit for this event. the Watford Colosseum remains
closed, and there is no sign yet of the Luton FC stadium and event space being built.
With limited audience size we have been forced to review how we allocate tickets. This year we
will be able to invite the parents of performers, and will be allocating two tickets per family to
ensure that everybody has the chance to get somebody there cheering for them. We will therefore
be inviting parents to buy tickets through ParentPay. These will be priced at £15 and you will be
notified of the opportunity for you to buy one or two tickets if your son/daughter is performing in
an ensemble. The lists of performers have been published this week so your child should now
know whether they will be performing or not.
Tickets for the Preview night will cost £5 and will also be released through ParentPay, but with all
members of our community eligible to buy them. We anticipate having 200 of these. In order to
make sure that we have the fairest distribution of tickets, we ask that nobody orders more than 4
tickets. Please note that we will not be accepting 'pay on the door' guests on Friday; all tickets
must be bought in advance. Tickets for Monday will be paper ones which will be issued to pupils
involved before the performance. We look forward to seeing some of you there.
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Actions
Admission to Year 7 Day School at St. George’s for siblings of current students
Just a reminder that applications for places in Year 7 for the next academic year have now opened. All
parents who have children born between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012 who would like to apply
for a Year 7 place in September 2023 need to ensure that:
● You have applied online to your local authority by 31st October 2022
● You have downloaded a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) from the website and returned it to
the school by 19th October. It can be returned, preferably by email to
dayadmissions@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk or posted to the school or dropped at Goddard Reception.
If you have a child in the school who currently has a day place in Year 7 to Year 13 you will be able to tick
the sibling criterion (Admission Criteria 3) as long as both children live at the same address and this address
matches the address that we hold in the school’s management system.
Should you have any questions or concerns please contact Alison Brown, Admissions Officer at the school
on 01582 716277.
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Thoughts
For me this tree is in its prime. For
most of the year it is a green thing
that sits in Watts playground, under
which Mr S sits to monitor the action
taking place thereabouts, or if he
doesn’t get there first perhaps a band
of merry year 7’s sit, play, laugh and
joke around it. For the majority of the
year it plays an understated part in
the life of our school. But in autumn,
it springs into glorious, ever changing
colour. It is simply magnificent. It
makes me smile when I look at it, and
brings a spring into my step as I see it
on my journey into the office. God
really knew what he was doing when
He created the maple tree. But
perhaps we have lessons to learn from
this most amazing living thing. The
first is that in everything there is a
season. We all go through phases in
our lives that bring change. This tree
will change colour and form over the
next few weeks as beyond this phase
it will shed every single one of its
glorious leaves ( that's when it's not so great!). In that action it knows what it has to do to make
itself able to withstand the winter, and in taking action now it secures its very survival for another
year.
As autumn approaches and winter takes hold I wonder what, in our lives, we need to readjust, or
get rid of completely if we are to make our lives not only better now, but also enable us to have a
secure future. Sometimes we hold onto things that make us look good, have served us well in the
past, but are now more of a hindrance than a help; or we just can’t be bothered to do anything
about. In this phase of the year I wonder what you could “shed” that would make you able to not
only survive the winter, but also enable you to come back stronger and revitalised when the spring
eventually revealed itself from behind its winter cloak.
If the weather is good, it would be a great weekend for a walk…..this tree has many friends out
there all doing the same thing!
Enjoy
Miss B
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Signposting (click on each to find out more)

PLAYING OUR PART TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
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