ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL
HARPENDEN
A non-denominational Christian day and boarding school

BOARDING

“

We believe, that at just under £4000 a
term, we offer great value for money

”

“

A school does not exist to send out men and women solely to
play a part in life whereby they achieve a competence and
honourable life of useful work and even a modicum of fame,
but exists to send out for posterity and for their own
generation, men and women who by their character shall
leave the society in which they live the better for their
presence and hence the world much nearer the Kingdom
Dr A. H. Watts, Headmaster 1936-1947

”

“

My child always seems super busy!
Parent of a Boarder

”

Welcome to the Boarding Prospectus for St George’s School.
For 110 years we have been pleased and proud to be able to
offer a boarding opportunity alongside our OFSTED rated
“Outstanding” state funded day school. We believe, that at just
under £4000 a term, we offer great value for money.
At St George’s we are passionate about providing a positive,
nurturing and caring environment for our boarding community.
An environment within which young men and women can
learn and play together; can foster confidence and skills that
will enable them to be the best that they can be; and one
which enables then to develop into young men and women
with a depth and strength of character which will serve then
well, where ever life may take them.
I hope you that enjoy reading this prospectus, it can but give a
flavour of this vibrant and exciting school community. If you
wish to know more you are more than welcome to come and
visit.

Miss H. J. Barton, Headmistress

Dropped at the gates. Aged 11. A boy. Narrow minded
and wrapped in cotton wool. Nonetheless, and in time, I
became a part of boarding and boarding became a
part of me. My name written among many before and
others still to come, an honour and a role to which I serve
valiantly. Dealt a path harder than some in life having
grown without a father, instead a brotherhood between
friends was born and lifelong it will remain. Year after
year, the ideals of discipline, independence and hard
work became more predominant, eventually becoming
my attitudes to school work and life. The abundance of
social events, which I now organise as part of my
responsibilities, has undoubtedly equipped me with the
ability to perform the art of public speaking, engage
formally with confidence, whilst upholding respect,
courtesy and politeness, in all social situations. Shaping
me into a gentleman of the highest accord. To me The
Boarding House is neither a building nor a house to sleep,
or simply a place for hours of just fun and enjoyment;
instead it is an institution where men and women are
created from boys and girls with great passion and
ardour.

Calum, Boarding Head Boy

“

I’m not trying to paint the perfect picture here, as
it is each to his own, but if you express a fraction
of the enthusiasm that the boarding community
expresses to you, you’ll have a blast
An Ex-Boarder

”

In the centre of our school stands a building that is 127
years old (10 years older than St George’s School itself). It
stands at the centre of our school traditions, it stands at
the centre of our school ethos, it enables us to ‘Aim
Higher’ and is the beating heart of St George’s. It is St
George’s School Chapel.
St George’s School Chapel is the first place new Year 7
pupils enter the school and the last place Year 13
students leave. It is where many Old Georgians choose to
return on Founder’s Day and occasionally even on their
wedding day. In bricks and mortar it symbolises St
George’s School.
From the daily act of worship in houses to the Sunday
Senior and Junior Chapels it is the heart of St George’s
school. From the major festivals of Christmas,
Remembrance, Easter and Harvest, it is the place where
individuals come together as St George’s School to
Worship God.

Rev. S. Warner, Chaplain

“

Young people are motivated and
focused on their academic progress
OFSTED 2016

”

This past year I have been living in Crosthwaite House. I have really
enjoyed this year in St Georges as a boarder. It is really fun. You get to
know new people and have a new experience. You get to do really fun
things, such as sleeping in the same room as your friends, watching movies
and having pizza every Saturday night or having discos. This has probably
been one of the best years in my life, the thing I enjoyed the most was
living with my best friend who I met in boarding. He is a really fun person
and I am going to miss him the most. As well as the good times there were
worse times. For me the worse one was homesickness, but it was easy to
get through because you are always doing fun activities and you get to
go home (or to your guardian) every exeat, every term and every halfterm!

A Year 7 Boarder

“

Relationships between staff and young people are warm
and based on mutual respect. Staff actively seek to
recognise and value the individuality of young people
OFSTED 2016

”

For the first term I was sharing a room with four other
girls. I was really nervous starting off as I thought I
wouldn’t get along with everyone. I was wrong as
everyone is great friends. I even get along with the
older years which is amazing. I was really homesick
the first two weeks but with hugs from everyone and
my new friends being there for me I’m not homesick
at all anymore! The weekend has to be my favourite
part of boarding as in the morning you can just
lounge around, visit each other rooms, mess around
and have loads of fun! On the weekends we go to
places like the cinema, St. Albans, Thorpe Park,
paintballing and even indoor skydiving! I also go to

town with my friends on the weekend. The food could
not be better as we have theme nights such as
African night, Mexican night, Indian night, Thai night
and Italian night! It’s great because everyone
communicates and we get away from our phones
and actually talk to one another! I always thought
going to Chapel on Sundays was boring but having
experienced the Chapel at St. Georges I don’t mind
going and I even like it. The one thing that St. Georges
boarding experience has taught me is to be yourself
and have fun because in the end it’s basically a giant
sleepover every day!

A Year 7 Boarder

“

The experienced staff team is highly
professional and is dedicated to making the
boarding experience beneficial and enjoyable
OFSTED 2016

Both my daughters loved their boarding school experience at St George's. As a
parent I was always in awe of the commitment, dedication and responsibility
displayed by the staff and I was always fully confident that my girls best interests
were of paramount importance to them. It has made them confident, independent
and self aware young adults as well as giving them an insight and understanding of
their friends and the many varied backgrounds of their fellow boarders. The
friendships and relationships that were forged during their formative years goes
much deeper than with ‘normal’ friends who are day students. The sense of fun,
camaraderie while living and studying together and their shared experiences will
endure long into the future and are without doubt invaluable life skills that will carry
them onwards throughout their life.

Parent of a Boarder

“

The atmosphere in the boarding houses is
characterised by young people and staff who
are friendly, aspire to achieve and share goals
OFSTED 2016

”

St George’s School has three
boarding houses, each named after
locations in the Lake District, and with
total capacity for around 130
boarders. Boys in Years 7 to 12 live in
Crosthwaite House, girls in Years 7 to
12 live in Keswick House and Year 13
boarders live in Skiddaw House.
Each house is unique in terms of
fabric and character. Keswick is the
oldest of the three houses located in
t h e ori gi nal scho ol buildi ng.
Crosthwaite is more modern and
Skiddaw, having been built less than
ten years ago, is the newest of our
houses and is complete with en suite
accommodation in every dormitory.
Crosthwaite and Keswick are
equipped with their own Sick Bay. All
houses are equipped with study
areas, games rooms, common rooms
and kitchens.

Whether a student wanting a hot chocolate with their friends, or a parent looking for somewhere
to eat, Harpenden has it all. In actual fact, boarders are fortunate to have such a safe yet
vibrant town at their doorstep. The High Street is only a few minutes’ walk away and it offers all
that a boarder might practically need. The surrounding area also has clubs and activities in
abundance and it would be a safe bet to say that whatever your hobby or interest, it will be on
offer here in Hertfordshire.

St George’s is easily accessed from anywhere in the South East of England by road or rail. The School is
located in the picturesque commuter town of Harpenden. The town is on the Bedford to Brighton train line
only half an hour from St Pancras International and nestled in between Luton and St Albans both of which
are also situated on the same train line short distances away. The M1, A1(M) and M25 are within very easy
reach by car which in turn means that major airports including Luton, Stansted and Heathrow can be
reached in less than an hour.
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