ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL

Parent Bulletin

8th January 2021

Information

Dear All

It only seems yesterday | was writing a parent bulletoh, it was. Interesting news that Gayv
Williamson has been in Washington this week on a job swap with the Head of the Police on
Hill. | wonderhowt hat ' s goi ng?

Remote learning
Initial feedback is that this is going well. We will be reviewing as we go any tweaks and adag
we need to deploy but please give us some space to do this. Getting remote learning going
standing start with so lite notice is like getting a vintage car going: as | know from my Triu
Spitfire thirty years ago, we cannot just get it out of the garage and rev the guts out of it (yg
up stuck at Fleet services on the M3 with a bust radiator, a blown engineg Badk account £60
overdrawn). We need to get remote learning up to speed, check the basic functions are O
only then can we put the top down, wind
deck, and start thinking about where we want to.g

Where staff have chosen to do some kind of live teaching, they will be including in the m
invite some standard instructions that we want students to follow ref. attire, backdrop, etc.,
to get proper standards in place from the start.

L $i ifteresting that the element of school work that parents say students miss most ig
AYGSNI OGA2y 6A0GK GKSANI GSIFOKSNY LGQa f2y3
on there being a high quality affirmative human relatioipshetween teacher and student. | ho
everyone remembers this post war, and invests in supporting the people who make up the
half of that relationship.

Mock exam results - Year 11

Staff have been working hard on marking these and moderatingédhelts between groups. W
know the latter process is more important this year than maybe two years ago, because of t
these grades might end up having to feed into some kind of school assessedgeadere mindful
of this back in December even lbeé the recent turn for the worse occurred. It is therefg
important that staff be allowed to continue this process without students (or parents) naggir
a result. Some staff may be in a position to tell a student their grade sbahyou should exect
to have to wait until mock results are formally communicated later in the month.

We understand that students like to see their marked exam script and we have discuss
advantages and disadvantages of doing thuat on balance we have decidedetain them. With
understandably no information yet on how exam award grade processes will run, but the pos
we might have to have some kind of portfolio of student work to be moderated is decisive g
deciding to retain them at thistime.lfyo ar e t hi nking “ Why don’ {
we cannot see doing this for 5,000 separ a

Year 13 Mocks
Can we be clear. These are NOT happening next week, nor any time soon, in school or rem
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Avoiding putting your foot in it - Year 13 and Year 11 parents and students

One thing we saw last year from a small number of parents was individuals, in their anxie
without any bad intent, contacting olyagentle
pressure”. This might be them saying that
not a fair representation of them; or that the staff should please know and bear in mind the g
they “needed” for t hametimesrbe wety gentty,ebpnignlyT dnd king
phrased. Nevertheless it is unacceptable. In the regulations for centre assessed grade sett
year, Ofqual was clear that such parental or student communication can easily cross the li
malpractice,which would prevent a grade being awarded for that subject or subjects for
candidate. We would actually have to report the candidate to Ofqual. Eek.

So, interaction with staff by students ca
do better, how do | do that?”, not ‘O rea
both know I am better than that?”. Pl ease
Monty’s

I f you are a new parent and don’t knowamed
after former Deputy Head Felix Montauban, who during world war two decamped with the &
lower school (down to age 3 in those days) to Paschoe House in Devon to keep thethesalace
iS now a very expensive boutique hotel.

To make sure weapture anyone whose eligibility for key worker schooling has changed, th
for anyone to book key worker provision is helnéps://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/C2XMSBV

You may well have to pasthe link into your browser, and you need to do a separate booking
each child.

You can read the latest guidance from DfE on eligibility here, and that is what we use:
Children of critical workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational |
- GOV.UKwww.goVv.uRk

We have started work ths week on how we can build o
designed last March as really a five day a week childcare model which children might be
weeks) into something which is refl ecti nde
to need an “all or nothing” provision, b

because they just couldn’t cope with remo
instance on site mentorship meetings every now and therghinhelp vulnerable or key worke
children thrive at home. We will be working up these alternative blended pathways in daysa
sorry, that sounded like empty jargon. Should have things in place this time next week, and w
inviting students in.

House Art

The school is incredibly grateful to the Art department for running this event, sorting out a d
in a space where all the school could see it whatever their bubble, and to Nikki Jarvis Head ¢
St Clement Danes for coming to jud@&ée winning house was GRANT.



https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/C2XMSBV
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/
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Next week you will get to see the 28 entries that came 1st to 4th in each year. They are stun

Year 8 Parents evening
The booking for this event started on Thursday. Please note that as ever, even pre Covid, th
tight limit on the number of staff you will be able to see. We can imagine some of you migh
to see more, maybe even alis the last time you talked face to face with staff was autumn 2
when your child was in year 7.

And yet.

School policy is thatoyp should NOT contact the teachers you were not able to book directly. |
have any issues with your bookings please email parentsevening@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
know, Year 8 students received a detailed progress report, with effort and progradss and
comments, less than a month ago. Several teachers have a large amount of Year 8 te
someti mes 3 or even 4 classes. That is ov
for “just a few wor ds @driengetlastRveeledd emaillng a bespg
message of thanks to 100 parents who had volunteered to do mass student Covid testing,
me two days. And that was way less demanding than if a parent wanted some kind of
interaction with me about theic hi | d . P | e saff kavedbeen told to poktdty decline.

| appreciate this may not seem satisfactory to you, but please bear in mind that lockdow
increased our workload very considerably and although staff are willing, unless thepeolklem
which would of course concern them, they have enough to do at the present time. Teg
remotely to the model we have set up takes more, not less timaterials and tasking has to K
redesigned to be suitable for a totally different context. fks.

THANK YOU FROM THE HEADMISTRESS
As there are too many of you for me to reply to personally, | would like to take this opportun
saya very big thank you to all those parents who have contacted the school to express
gratitude and offer encotagement to myself and my staff. Your words of support are gre
appreciated and most welcome when all concerned are working hard to offer the best we ¢
our students and their families during these challenging times.

Contacting the Head
Please beadvised that the most appropriate way of contacting the Headmistress ig
admin@stgeorges.herts.sch.ukVe can reassure you that this email account is only accessih
the Headmistress and her PAbarton@stgeorges.herts.sch.i&konly active as the Headmistre
has been a member of the schoolnemunity for so long. It is not looked at on a regular basis,
is only accessible to her on her mobile phone. Communication sent to hbarton@ is likely
mi ssed or not responded to as it is not t



mailto:admin@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
mailto:hbarton@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
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Actions

Book Collections for Students:

There will be an opportunity for students to collect any books and resources that they will ne|
next week from the assembly hatheir teachers will be letting them know what they should be
collecting. This will nclude collecting new A4 or A5 subject exercise books. We are staggering
entry times to reduce any risk and students will be asked to sanitise their hands on entering
assembly hall, wear a mask and follow the one way system.

Go straight home! Do not meet your friend. Do not stop to chat. Please can you check that your
young person knows when they should attend and what they should be collecting. Thanks.

Monday 9.00- y7 Goddard

Monday 9.30 Y7 Grant

Monday 10.0G Y7 Monk

Monday 10.30 Y7 Watts

Monday 11.00 y8 Goddard

Monday 11.3C Y8 Grant

Monday 12.0G Y8 Monk

Monday 12.30 Y8 Watts

Monday 1.00-y12 Goddard and Monk
Monday 1.30 Y12 Grant and Watts

Tuesday 9.00y9 Goddard

Tuesday 9.30Y9 Grant

Tuesday 10.00Y9 Monk

Tuesday 10.30Y9 Watts

Tuesday 11.00y10 Goddard
Tuesday 11.30Y10 Grant

Tuesday 12.00Y10 Monk

Tuesday 12.30Y10 Watts

Tuesday 1.00y11 Goddard
Tuesday 1.30y11 Grant

Tuesday 2.00y11 Monk

Tuesday 2.30y11 Watts

Tuesday 3.00y13 Goddard and Monk
Tuesday 3.30 Y13 Grant and Watts

Student Services

There will be a member of staff manning the Student Services area in the mornings if you ne
help or advice for your young person in regards to theirdelhg or mental health. The best wa|
to contact us is throughmccarneyredford @stgeorges.herts.sch.akhd one of us will contact yoy
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as soon as we can. Where we have concerns that your young person may have a particular
for some one to one time with one of our staff, we will get in touch amdrage this.

Thoughts
Mr Tookey put this into the staff bull et]i
that he has two young children.... hence hi

Top three things | mi ssoveftyrtioeweathér.ghe tailyrsaeening o
Frozen 2. I f you have not seen it, you sh
The Iyrics to “do the next right thing” s

Just do the next right thing
Take a stepstep again
It is all that | can to do
To do the next right thing

| won't look too far ahead
It's too much for me to take
But break it down to this next breath, this next step
This next choice is one that | can make

So I'll walk through this night
Stumbling blindly toward the light
And do the next right thing

And with the dawn what comes then?
When it's clear that everything will never be the same again
Then I'll make the choice to hear that voice
And do the next right thing

Cheers Mike!

Signposting (click on each to find out more)

This offer has come in from Sopwell Community Trust:

Going into tier 5 lockdown we will continue to supply food parcels with the help of St Albans
District Foodbank and Herts Fruit & Veg. All diets are coviatdding halal. Additionally we will
be providing toiletries with the assistance of The Hygiene Bank Harpenden & St Albans The
packages will be delivered to doorsteps. If you or anyone you know would benefit from this
support, please do get in touchavemail.

To aid those struggling with homeschooling we have set up online catch up tutoring session
by qualified teachers from TFF Tutors. If you are facing financial difficulties at this time pleas




ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL

Parent Bulletin

contact us to apply for a means tested place. Wik do our very best to help all those in need. T
learn about the lesson timings please email us.

We have a limited number of devices available for FREE rental should you have not have re
this from your school. We appreciate printing is anotbestly homeschooling expense, we can
print documents FREE of charge.

Please note if English is your second language we have Arabic, Polish, Sylheti and Urdu sp¢
volunteers/teachers available.

To apply and/or learn more about all of these seegiemail us heresopwellct@gmail.com

#weareallinthistogether

Many thanks and kind regards

Nazir/Raihaanah/Gazi/Mizan
Trustees

Charity Reg No. 1156299

TALKING ASD &
ADHD WORKSHOP:
SIBLING STRUGGLES

For parents and carers of children aged
2-25yrs with suspected or diagnosed
Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.

\ L\

Monday
1st February 2021
9.30 - 11.30am

An online parenting workshop
delivered to your home via
Zoom

?Suppor_ﬂ?(g

Links

Premating Strang Family Relatisnships

We will help you to learn about:

What to do if your children are
fighting or arguing.
Full details on how to access O

How to deal with jealousy. and use this will be offered. -36m

The pressures and worries on
siblings in a family with a child with
ASD/ADHD.

Open to parents and carers
across Hertfordshire

Pre-booking essential via
Helping your children develop a Eventbrite

network of support.
and-adhd-sibling-struggles-for-

parentscarers-in-herts-registration-
4130870913425

Helping your children communicate
with each other without conflict.

Or contact Supporting Links
QUOTING REFERENCE SL421
01442 300185
info@supportinglinks.co.uk
www.supportinglinks.co.uk

Follow on: n m g

This workshop is provided free to parents
by Hertfordshire County Council

Managing difficult feelings, your own
and theirs.

Where to access further help and
support, both locally and nationally.

“This helped me feel more in control,
and less like a referee.”

“The best Zoom experience | have had so

Hertfordshir

https:/iwww.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-

TALKING ASD &
ADHD WORKSHOP:

For parents and carers of children aged
2-25yrs with suspected or diagnosed
Autistic Spectrum Disorder and/or

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.

e Supporting
Links

Pramating Strang Family Relaticnahips

We will help you to learn about:

The difference between healthy &
unhealthy anger.

The pattern that anger takes and how
to spot the non-verbal signs early.

Our own and our children's triggers.

Techniques that stop angry and
aggressive behaviour escalating and
when to use them.

How to respond to our child in
meltdown, keeping ourselves, our
child and siblings safe.

Where to access further help and
support, both locally and nationally.

“Tackied some complex areas really well.
Helpful visuals, full of information to use in

the real world. Can definitely use some of
the concepts immediately.™

RESPONDING TO ANGER

Full details on how to access O

https:/iwww.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-

8th February 2021

7.30 - 9.30pm

An online parenting workshop
delivered to your home via
Zoom

and use this will be offered. 20om
Open to parents and carers
across Hertfordshire

Pre-booking essential via
Eventbrite

and-adhd-responding-te-anger-for-
parentscarers-in-herts-registration-
130897484901
Or contact Supporting Links
QUOTING REFERENCE SL422
01442 300185
info@supportinglinks.co.uk
www.supportinglinks.co.uk

Follow on: n m a

This workshop is provided free to parents
by Hertfordshire County Council

"

Hertrordshire
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TALKING ASD &
ADHD WORKSHOP:
LOSS

Tuesday

9th March 2021
7.30 - 9.30pm

We will help you to learn about:

The impact that separation, divorce
or bereavement has on children with
ASD/ADHD

Responding to the fall out - the
tions and the behavl

Zoom

Full details on how to access
and use this will be offered

An online parenting workshop
delivered to your home via

200m

Open to parents and carers
across Hertfordshire

Preparing for the difficult
conversations with your child Pre-booking essential via
How to deliver ‘bad news' Eventbrite
DEPE WW W AYONERIte.cO ke
Preparing your child for change
loaa-2eparation feginration:
Managing your own difficult feelings 125351944289

and helping your children to manage
thelrs

Or contact Supporting Links

QUOTING REFERENCE SL423

Where to access further help and

01442 300185
support, both locally and nationally.

info@supportinglinks.co.uk

"1 iNed the Sechregques and was
ITITed o the cetoome =

£ Wlin)

Tha o wen & o

“The best Zoom sxperence | have
Nad 30 Part™
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o

TALKING ASD &
ADHD WORKSHOP:
LINE

Monday

22nd March 2021

9.30 - 11.30am

We will help you to learn about:

How your child's dlagnosis Increases
vulnerability online.

delivered to your home via
Zoom

Full details on how to access

An online parenting workshop

s o cam ol MPRSHATY and us tris wi o offred.
e Gt Open to parents and carers
Recognising when ling Is across Hertfordshire
9 Pro-booking essential via
Managing difficult conversations with Eventbrite
confidence. [ooum—— . o)
and-adhd-siayiog-safe-online-for-
Setting and maintaining boundaries parentecarers-in-herts-registration-
for online use. 133413128047

Or contact Supporting Links
Teaching your c:tld to develop their
o tatiena &

own method: g 9 QUOTING REFERENCE SL424
use and staying safe, 01442 300185
Where to access further help and infog@supportinglinks.co.uk
upport, both locally and Y www.supportinglinks.co,uk
Follow on

“AWNChy SUDICE, really well
OPlured Thank you
“The Best Zoom expenence | Rave
had 30 ™
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